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Federalism and Its Application
Introduction
Federalism is one of the most important aspects of our constitution and plays a huge role in harmonizing power between different states and the national government. The word federalism traces it origin from the Latin word “Foedus” which means treaty, contract or being compact (Monk, 2019). In the American government federalism refers to the sharing of power between the national government and the many states across our nation. The focus of this paper however is discussing the origin of federalism in America how it was created and how is it applied by those in power. Further the paper shall explain how the federal laws conflict with the different state laws regarding the medicinal and recreational use marijuana which is allowed by law in some states.
Federalism Creation and Its Application 
Before America became one there were different states government under different principles. The difference among state resulted in constant conflicts making it difficult to initiate and fulfill certain important projects that could be beneficial for the nation and its citizens. Presence of these state politics made it difficult to create a national government because of the many struggles that emerged as the nation sought to create a central government (Monk, 2019). The different states in American differed not only in principles but also in geography, history, population and way of conducting their political affairs.
As the states struggled to remain sovereign the agenda of central government faced a lot of challenges and that is when they sought to amend the constitution articles on confederation. The talk of this constitutional changes resulted in the emergences of the debate in Philadelphia in 1787 on whether federalism should be accepted, a system in which the different states share power with the central government (Monk, 2019). This debate in Philadelphia heralded the beginning of federalism as the leaders agreed four months later to create a federal government in which bigger states will have more number in congress as compared to the smaller states.
Among the reasons that facilitated the creation of federal government was to avoid tyranny, use the central government as hub for creating important ideas for the nation and to contribute more political participation for people in different states. National politics focus was to create leaders that understand issues facing people in the different states and prevent those who only succeed in a particular state. Federalism was thus approved by the delegates from the different states in 1787 September where the leaders of that time agreed that even though the new constitution is not perefect it would ensure that federal government systems takes effect (Monk, 2019).
The application of federal law has in the past faced quite some challenges however the American government and the different states have always reached a compromise. Federal government is mandated to determine issue of foreign policy, control of imports and exports as well as make treaties and declare war on the nations enemies. Despite the constitution providing certain duties to both the federal government and the state government these duties have continuously evolved depending on the political situation (Pound, 2017).
Today however there has been an emergence of two types of federalism which are the dual and cooperative federalism. In dual federalism the both the federal and local government can only fulfill their mandate as stipulated in the constitution without extending into other areas. On the other hand, however the cooperative type of federalism focuses on the mutual working relationship in both governments by working hand in hand to solve the common problems. What the government does as mandated by the constitution is to do what the founders found it difficult for the state governments to accomplish ("Federalism – System", 2019).
The federal government of the United States consists of three branches that is the judiciary, legislative and the executive ("Branches of the U.S. Government | USAGov", 2019). The legislative arm of the federal government through the congress, senate and the house of representatives continually makes laws that represent the true American culture and the values they represent. To uphold this law nationwide the executive under the president enforces this law and ensures that the rights of the American people are protected. In case there is a clash of what the law states the judiciary is there to interpret these laws and give out the right direction.
The executive also on a regular basis appointing people to various federal agencies that serve the people across the nation as others terms come to an end. To promote integrity and ensure the right people are in office the congress can reject or approve these nominations. To maintain the publics, support the federal government makes use of their duties by ensuring they appoint competent people to various federal agencies. Executive government also plays its role by ensuring that various federal agencies such as healthcare and immigration receive adequate funding so that they can address different issue facing the American population ("Branches of the U.S. Government | USAGov", 2019).
Judiciary especially for the United States has been very instrumental in deciding landmark issues affecting the American population. In performing their mandate, they have constantly made decisions on industrial cases and individuals’ cases and made decisions on whether they meet the constitutional requirements or not. federal courts also are mandated to create more courts to handle issue in the government such as tax evasion, bankruptcy and other cases that touch directly on the government of the different states ("Branches of the U.S. Government | USAGov", 2019). Being a world top nation the united states federal government also under the president can enforce rule on foreign policy on nations they deem to be engaged in activities that could endanger the American nation. Federal government is also mandated to protect the American nation at all costs by providing direction on how the military weapons can be used.
Federal Laws Conflicts with State Laws Over Marijuana Legalization and Usage
According the federal government marijuana is a drug that has no medicinal value and is prone to abuse by the users. Federal government laws put the marijuana drug in schedule 1 category due to its potential to be abused and its highly addictive nature. Today more than half of the states in America are discussing whether to legalize or not the use of marijuana. Even though the federal government is superior it is not allowed under the constitution to interfere on how the different state perform their constitutional duty.
The conflicts between the federal laws and the states laws on marijuana however arise in various sectors such as banking, nationwide business and the through other federal institution that regulate nationwide activities (Trela, 2019). Despite the state agreeing to allow marijuana to be used for commercial and medicinal purpose the federal laws prohibit any bank from approving any form of money transfer either through debit or credit cards as long as it is marijuana related.by doing so they make it hard for business to conduct their marijuana related activities even within the states where it is legalized.
Since the federal government has classified marijuana to be a schedule1 drug this has made it difficult for tests to be conducted so as to determine whether marijuana should be legalized (Trela, 2019). Test can prove that marijuana is medicinal and that individuals can use this drug without getting addicted and spending a lot on rehabilitation.
I believe the federal government in future will lift the ban on marijuana usage and possession. There have been calls to classify marijuana as a medicinal drug and not bad as portrayed by the federal laws branding it as addictive. With many states working well with the legalization of marijuana the federal government will soon be forced to ensure they provide conducive environment for marijuana business to thrive. Many of the federal government believe that legalizing this drug would result in a sick nation who will not prosper if they are sold at every grocery. Many of the states with marijuana being sold in pharmacies have experienced enormous profits and as such the federal government may benefit by agreeing to work with these kind of businesses (Trela, 2019).
Marijuana business industry has also in several instances get the approval from the different courts and tugs has made it difficult for the federal government to enforce its laws. However, despite these approvals the federal government laws have not changed and thus the business is still at risk of civil lawsuits by conducting their activities such as transfer of money through federal institutions. In future I am of the opinion that these laws will eventually be changed and individuals be given the liberty to use marijuana both for recreational and medicinal purposes.
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